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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 
to secure for women complete equality 
with men under the law and in all human 

relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction,” 


“Congress shall have. power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


Senate Joint Resolution Number 1 
House Joint Resolution Number 1 


Introduced in the Senate March 10, 1933, 
by SmBNATOR JOHN G. TOWNSEND, Delaware. 


Introduced in the House March 9, 1933, 
by RerussentaTive Louris LoupLow, Indiana. 


National Woman’s Party — 


| Equal Rights 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton—Leader of Women 


HIS year when special attention is being called to the work of pioneer 
x Feminists by the Century of Progress Exposition, the commemoration 
of the birthday (November 12) of Elizabeth Cady Stanton is doubly 
significant. In our opinion her name should have been included in the list 
of the twelve greatest American women, given so much publicity by the 
National Council of Women. That it was not is due only to the general 
ignorance of the public regarding the history of the woman’s movement. _ 
Susan B. Anthony called Elizabeth Cady Stanton “the Mother of Woman 
Suffrage in America,” and without doubt she was. With the help of Lucretia 
Mott, she called the first Woman’s Rights Convention in 1848, and courageously 
proposed that historic resolution: 


Resolved, That it is the duty of the women of this country to 
secure to themselves their sacred right to the elective franchise. 


This was the first public demand for woman suffrage and created an 
unbelievable furore. Even Mrs. Stanton’s most liberal friends, Lucretia Mott 
included, felt that she had overstepped and that her demand would retard, 
rather than advance, the cause of woman. But they were wrong. All that 
was needed was someone brave enough to point the way, and all through her 
life Elizabeth Cady Stanton continued to lead. 

It was Elizabeth Cady Stanton who aroused in Susan B. Anthony an 
interest in woman suffrage and urged her to attend her first Woman’s Rights 
Convention in 1852. Brought up in a liberal Quaker family where equal 
rights between men and women were taken more or less for granted, Miss 
Anthony did not at first feel the injustices toward women as did Mrs. Stanton. 
Nor did the ballot seem so important, as Quaker men were not in the habit of 
voting. “I helped to. convert my dear friend to the suffrage gospel,” said 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, “little dreaming what an expansive, explosive element 
I had uncorked on this Republic.” 

Susan B. Anthony always realized and acknowledged that she never could 
have accomplished her great work for woman suffrage without the loyal, 


intelligent, continuous help of Elizabeth Cady Stanton. She said, “Readers 


of history will find that nearly all of what may be termed State documents 
in the movement for the rights of women—legal and constitutional appeals 
and arguments before Legislatures and Congress—were prepared by her. She 
combined in herself a marvelous trinity—reformer, philosopher, and states- 
man. Had she been of the orthodox sex, she would have been United States 
Senator or Chief Justice of the Supreme Court... .” 

More impressive even than this tribute are these words of Miss Anthony’s, 


“Tf I have ever had any inspiration, she has given it to me. I want you to 


understand that I never could have done the work I have, if I had not had 
this woman at my right hand.” . 


We Should GiveThanks 


HAT we are on the eve of a celebration that concerns all women wher- 
2 ever they may be. | | 
That Delaware and Wilmington have prepared for us a royal wel- 
come and that the Governor and Mayor, respectively, have shown their good 
will toward the National Woman’s Party by appearing on the Biennial 
program. 
That since the last Biennial a woman has been appointed to the Cabinet 
and that many other women have become pathfinders for their sex along ways 


hitherto closed to or untried by women. 


That recently Mayor Bright of Richmond has refused to dismiss married 
women in municipal jobs and declared 2 es te in favor of “equal opportunity 
for men and women.” 

That many State Legislatures have repealed laws that discriminated 
against women or passed others that removed discriminations. 

In the mental and spiritual stock-taking which is one of the main reasons 
for holding anniversaries, we shall have to admit that there have been set- 
backs, hard knocks, and some outright defeats, 

Nevertheless— 

We should be proud to be participators in this splendid movement—one of 
the greatest of all times. 

We should be grateful to the pioneers who gave our lives aim, direction, 
worth and dignity by planting in us the undying conviction that, come what 
may, justice is always worth working for. 


a 

* 

re 

8 

\\ 

H 

a. 

3 ! | 

4 

te 

ta 

| 

ay 

4 

ag 

al 

| 

Re 


November 4, 933 


307 


Greatest Biennial Ever Opens Wilmington 


to press, nothing in the way of 
preparation for the Biennial in 
Wilmington this Saturday and Sunday 
remains but the finishing touches. 
Untiringly and unceasingly, Florence 
Bayard Hilles, National Chairman, and 
her assistants—notably Rebekah Great- 
house, National Secretary of the Party, 
and Anita Pollitzer, National Vice-Presi- 
dent—have labored to make it a success, 
and to impress upon the members far and 


\ S this issue of Equat Rients goes 


wide the great necessity and urgency that 


all to whom Equal Rights is a living, vital 
cause and principle should actively par- 
ticipate in the two-day sessions. 

Every day brings fresh evidences of the 
fact that economic unrest all over the 
world is being used as an excuse to force 
women out of self-support into depend- 
ency. Reference is made on another page 
to the fact that “the right of married 
women to earn” is being contested in 
England as well as in the United States; 
and in Germany—so we are informed— 
the effort is to deprive not only wives but 
all women of the chance to earn their 
livings and carve out their own careers. 
Mrs. Hilles is right when she refers to 
this Biennial as an “emergency conven- 
tion,” and asserts that for the women of 
this country the present crisis serves to _ 
emphasize the immediate need of the pas- 
sage of the Equal Rights Amendment. 

Events to date have conspired to make 
the convention a truly brilliant affair. 
Men and women not only of national but 
of international fame will be there and 
will speak authoritatively on the many 
questions and problems that beset modern 
womanhood in a chaotic and topsy-turvy 
world. Industrial, business, home and 
professional women will find at all the 
sessions worthwhile discussions on sub- 
jects affecting their own welfare. Each 
of the two days is to be packed with 
events that should furnish inspiration to 
individual groups and branches for many 
months to come. : 

The hope has been expressed by Mrs. 
Hilles that everyone make up her mind to 
be on hand when the gavel drops at 
10 A. M, Saturday. Governor C. Douglas 
Buck will address this opening session 
and naturally one would wish to show the 
Chief Executive of the State of Delaware 
the appreciation which his appearance at 
this meeting to welcome the delegates de- 
serves. He will be introduced immediately 
after the invocation which will be deliv- 
ered by the Reverend Dr. Rietta M. Emer- 
son of Wilmington, outstanding among 
women of this country who have entered 
the ministry. 

At this session the Credentials Com- 
mittee will make its preliminary report. 
Delegates should not overlook the impor- 


tance of obtaining credentials in time, so 
that they will not have to forego the 
opportunity to vote on any important 
issue which comes before the convention. 
They are reminded again that the Creden- 
tials Committee will be at its desk in the 
du Pont Hotel Friday, from 9 to 11 P. M., 
and Saturday, from 8.30 to 9.45 A. M., 

and thereafter as announced at the meet- 
ings. 

Among the committees to be appointed 
at the opening session will be that on 
resolutions. Several important reports 
will be presented, among them that of 
Edith Houghton Hooker, Chairman of 


_ Organization; of Laura M. Berrien, Na- 


tional Treasurer; of Maud Younger, 
Chairman of the Congressional and In- 
vestment Committees; Alma Lutz, Chair- 
man of the Literature Committee; of Dora 
G. Ogle, Business Manager of Equa. 
Rieuts; and of Burnita Shelton Mat- 
thews, Chairman of the Legal Research 
Committee. 

| Mayor William H. Speer of Wilmington 
will make an address of welcome at the 
Industrial Luncheon at 12.15 P. M. Mayor 
Speer has written Mrs. Hilles that he is 
“proud” to have the National Woman’s 
Party meet in his city. Mary A. Murray 
of New York, Chairman of the National 
Andustrial, Council o of the Party, will pre- 
‘side at this session, “and members of the 
Industrial Councils of Baltimore, New 
York, Philadelphia and Rhode Island will 
speak. Genevieve Sheldon, Executive Sec- 
retary of the Minnesota Branch of the 
Party who is an authority on Farmer- 
Labor problems of the Northwest, is also 
on the program for this session. 

Sara B. Cummings, Philadelphia Chair- 
man, has announced that she expects 
between 75 and 100 members of the 
Party from Philadelphia to attend the 
convention. Mrs. Cummings will preside 
at the business session Saturday after- 
noon in the du Barry Room of the 
du Pont. Among the Philadelphia and 
Delaware County (Pennsylvania) mem- 
bers who will accompany Mrs. Cummings 
and take an active part in the Biennial 
discussions will be Lois Buenzli, chair- 
man of the Delaware County Branch, and 
Pennsylvania member of the National 
Congressional Committee; Elsie Ullrich, 
recording secretary of the Philadelphia 
Branch, and Secretary of the Philadel- 
phia Council of Certified Life Under- 
writers; Arabel Clark, educator, public 
speaker and lobbyist in the Pennsylvania 
Legislature; Jessie L, Collett, treasurer 
of the Philadelphia Branch and a Demo- 
cratic ward leader in Philadelphia; Mrs. 
T. Duncan Just, prominent Philadelphia 
clubwoman, political writer and lobbyist; 
Sara F. Crumb, prominent Delaware 
County worker in the Party who has been 


very active as a division leader; Elsie 
McD. Pennell, secretary of the Delaware 
County Branch; Esther J. Chaney, chair- 
man of the Committee on Ways and Means 
of the Philadelphia Branch; Margaret 
Ritchie, corresponding secretary of the 
Philadelphia Branch; Mrs. Reuben Fow- 
ler, for years a member of the Party and 
one of the White House picketers of 1920; 
Frances Anné, chairman of the finance 
committee of the Philadelphia Branch; 
and Willie Stein, who has been identified 
with the Party from its beginning and is 
now one of the most active members of 


the Philadelphia Branch. 


Jane Norman Smith of New York, Na- 
tional Chairman of the Committee ‘on 
Equality of Economic Opportunity, will 
give her report at this session. New York 
is sending a large and representative dele- 
gation to the Biennial, including, in addi- 
tion to Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Murray— 
Margaret ©. Williams, Nina Brodrick 
Price, Mildred V. Palmer, Florence M. 
Feder, Vee Teryss Perlman, Wenona Mar- 
lin, Maud Williams, Molly Maloney, 
Claire Liggett, Katherife Harrington, 
secretary of the Bookbinders’ Union; 
Adelaide Stedman, Mrs. Pemberton Smith 


and Mrs. George Laidlaw. 


_ Mrs. Merritt O. Chance of Washington, 
D. C., chairman. of .the. National Head- 
quarters Committee, will present her re- 
port Saturday afternoon, as will also A. 
Marguerite Smith, Chairman of the Lu- 
cretia Mott Endowment Committee, and 
the various State chairmen and chairmen 
of occupational councils. 

The banquet Saturday night in the 
Gold Ballroom of the hotel is to be fol- 
lowed by a brilliant program by distin- 
guished speakers. Florence Bayard 
Hilles, presiding, will introduce Izetta 
Jewel Miller as toastmistress. The speak- 
ers will include Dr. James Brown Scott, 
president of the Association of Interna- 
tional Law of the United States; Mary 
Ritter Beard, writer and author of “Amer- 
ica Through Women’s Eyes’; Edith 
Houghton Hooker, Chairman of the Mary- 
land Branch and Editor of Equau Rieuts ; 
Gail Laughlin, a Vice-President of the 
Woman’s Party and member of the Maine 
Legislature; the Honorable Robert H. 
Richards of Wilmington, recognized as 
Delaware’s leading constitutional lawyer ; 
Anne Goodrich, dean of the School of 
Nursing of Yale University; Mabel Ver- 
non, of Delaware, who was for years a 
member of the National Council; and 
Katherine Harrington, secretary of the 
Bookbinders’ Union. 

Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, Vice-Chairman 
of the Party and a former National Chair- 
man, will preside at the closing business 
session of the Biennial, Sunday at 9.30 
A. M. at which projects formulated at 


be: 


q 
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sessions will definitely acted 
upon. 

Laura Berrien will preside at the lunch- 
eon Sunday at 12.30 P. M. in the club 
room of the hotel, when a program with 
both national and international aspects 
will be presented. Edwina Austin Avery 
of the District of Columbia, former 
chairman of the Government Workers’ 
Council, will outline the story of the 
struggle of the married women in Amer- 
ica to maintain their independence, while 
Anna Louise Strong, famous Russian 
writer, will discuss the same question as 
it affects the women of Russia from which 
country she has recently returned; and a 
German feminist will describe develop- 
ments affecting women under the Hitler 
regime, 

The final event will be an organ recital 
by Firmin Swinnen, distinguished Bel- 


gian organist, on the beautiful organ at. 


Longwood, the estate of Mr. and Mrs. 
Pierre du Pont near Wilmington, whose 
guests the delegates will be at 2.30 P. M. 
A visit to the du Pont conservatories is 
also contemplated. 


Delegates from various sections of the 
country, in addition to those mentioned 
above, who have listed reservations in- 


clude: 


Connecticut — Mrs. John Jay White, 
State Chairman; Elsie Hill, member of 
the Congressional Committee of the 
Party; and Claire Senie. 


Maryland—Emma Maddox Funck, Ida 
Kloze, Sophie Nordenholz, Florence and 
Louise Kennard, Annette Jurgens, Louise 
Schuman, Elizabeth McGing, Almira 
Sweeten, Rose Zetzer, May Walsh Payne, 
Dr. Mary Wilhelmina Williams, LeClare 


Equal Rights 


Peach, Mollye V. Rollman, Sophie Rosett, 
Della Vincenti, Mrs. Reuben Finnell, 
Louise Natali Graham, Grace Berger, 
Laura McClelland and Elsa and Emilie 
Doetsch. 

District of Columbia—Maud Bradbury, 


- Emilie Neunam, Rosalie Taylor, Abbie 


Owen, Gladys Whalley, Evelyn Cornick, 
Lillian Niccum, Margaret Shumac, Grace 
Cochran, Evelyn Dixon, Edith Forster, 
Emma Shaw, Mrs. Karl Greene, Mrs. E. B. 
Scheele, Carrie Harrison, Mary Schuman, 
Mrs. John Huhn, Sarah Jarvis, Pearl 
Krahne, Mary Maginniss, and Sara Wood- 
ward. 

Michigan—Emma Fox. Mrs. Fox will 
serve as Parliamentarian of the Biennial. 

Florida—Faith Binkley, member of the 
Congressional Committee. 

Boston—Genevieve Fuller, Mrs. Stephan 
Chase and Dr. N. Louise Lawrence. 


Mrs. Hilles Sends Message London 


HE latest exemplification of the 
fact that the securing of Equal 
Rights for men and women is an 


_ international problem is contained in a 


letter from Betty Gram Swing of London, 
England, chairman of the London Com- 
mittee of the National Woman’s Party to 
Florence Bayard Hilles, National Chair- 
man of the Party. 


In: Miss- Swing’s letter-was-a pill 


advertising a “mass meeting for the right 


of married women to earn” which is to be 
held November 14 in Central Hall, West- 
minster, London, and a request that Mrs. 
Hilles send a “message” to be read at this 
meeting, The problem, in other words, 
that is agitating the self-supporting wom- 
en of the United States is therefore ap- 
parently a matter of equally deep concern 
to their sisters in England. 


In reply, Mrs. Hilles sent the following 
“greetings” : | 


Problems 


HE two most important questions 
before the women of the world 
today, are—World Peace and Eco- 
nomic Freedom and Equality for Women. 
Women would not be justified in insisting 


on Equal Legal Rights and Equal Oppor- 


tunity with men, if it were not for the 
fact that, in doing so, they are attempting 
to bring about better general conditions. 
With women’s economic and political free- 
dom will come such a mutual understand- 
ing of the common interests of the people 
of all nations that war will no longer be 
resorted to in order to settle national 
disputes. 

Today we have many international or- 
ganizations of interest to women in gen- 
eral. Some of these international organi- 


October 25, 1933. 
To Mass MESTING ror THE RIGHT 
oF MarrieD WoMEN To Earn: 
Greetings, and best of wishes for 
the success of your efforts in behalf 
of married women’s right to earn. 
Until such time that equality of op- 
portunity is assured to women, and 
that women stand equal in the law 
- with men, we will fight on. No arti- 
ficial barriers by land or sea or law 
shall be endured. | 
FLORENCE BayarD Hruzs, 
National Chairman. 


Mrs. Pethick-Lawrence will preside at 
the meeting and the speakers will include 
Lady Astor, England’s first Woman Mem- 
ber of Parliament and a former American, 


a member of the Langhorne family of Vir- | 


ginia; Lord Buckmaster, P.C.,G.C. V.0.; 
Mrs. Cooper, J. P., a working woman 
from the textile areas of England; and 
Nancy Stewart Parnell, B. A., who is to 
represent the younger generation. 

Music will be furnished by a Women’s 


Symphony Orchestra, and Dame Ethel 
Smyth will conduct the playing of the 
National Woman’s Party’s stirring song, 
entitled “The March of the Women.” 


Twenty-nine organizations participated in 


arranging this meeting. 

Readers of Equat Ricuts will remem- 
ber Betty Gram Swing as a charming 
young woman who was formerly a valiant 


_ worker for suffrage in the United States, 


one who.wears the- Feminist badge- of 


honor—the Prison pin—because of her 


participation in picketing the White 
House just before President Wilson an- 
nounced himself in favor of votes for 
women. She helped in the initial organi- 
zation work of the National Woman’s 
Party up to the time of her marriage to 
the distinguished European correspondent 
for the New York Evening Post, Raymond 
Gram Swing. Since her residence in Eng- 
land Mrs. Swing has been identified with | 
the Six-Point Group of Great Britain as 
well as with the National Woman’s Party. 


of the Woman in Business 


By Sue Brobst, 
President of the Business Women’s Legis- 
lative Council of California. 


This article appeared in the October 13 


issue of Pacific Weekly, said to be the 
first Japanese paper to be printed in 


zations are of particular interest to busi- 
ness and professional women, because 
they were organized for a common cause 
that affects women workers in every coun- 
try of the world. 

Some of the economic problems of the 
women worker today in this country, as 
well as other countries of the world, are— 

The right of equal opportunity with 

men to obtain employment. 


The right to equal pay for equal work 
‘and equal for advance- 

ment, 

The right of marriage to the woman 
worker. 

The right of woman to decide for her- 
self the kind of work she wishes to 
do, and the number of hours she shall 
work. 

The right to work at night. , 

The right to a paid job, whether mar- 
ried or single. 

Because of the shortage of remunera- 
tive work, these rights are being chal- 
lenged by groups of persons, women as 
well as men, who do not comprehend the 
nature and magnitude of the economic 
and social revolution that has changed 
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the comparative values of everything. 
Our own governments, national, State 
and local fail to recognize this profound 
economic and social change as shown 
by the policy of discharging efficient 
and local, fail to recognize this profound 
women and married, and retaining in 
employment men less efficient and quali- 
fied because they are men and married. 
It is unjust, unfair and uneconomic to 
employ or fix compensation of workers 
on any other basis than that of the value 
of the service rendered. | 

The Open Door International with head- 
quarters in London, the National Wom- 
an’s Party in America with headquarters 
in Washington, D. C., as well as organ- 
ized groups of business and professional 
women everywhere, are urging and de- 
manding that legislation and regulations 
should apply to the nature of the work 
and not to the sex of the worker. : 

Another problem that confronts the 
woman worker is to prevent the writing 


into the different trade codes to be adopted 
by the National Recovery Administration, 
inequalities in the minimum wage for men 
and women. The National Federation of 
Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubs, representing some 60,000 business 
and professional women, sent a telegram 
at the close of its biennial meeting in Chi- 
cago, to the President of the United States 
regarding its stand on the codes. The 
telegram read in part: “We enlist your 
interest in seeing that these codes assure 
for all workers equal pay for equal work 
and equal opportunity for equal ability 
regardless of sex.” | 

It is hoped that the Administration will 
treat the women workers according to the 
Recovery plan. The Administrator of the 
National Recovery Act has appealed to the 
business women to buy just as liberally as 
their purse will permit. If the National 


Recovery Act stamps woman’s work as 


“cheap labor” by giving her a lower 


minimum wage than man for doing the 
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same work, thus reducing her buying 
power, it is inconsistent to expect her to 
buy more of the products of labor. 

Leaders among business and profes- 
sional women are urging through their 
clubs that their members study and take 
an active interest in legislation and civic 
affairs. Many of these clubs are assisting 
in research work on such subjects as occu- 
pational surveys, the age factor in the 
employment of business and professional 
women, vocational guidance, special 
studies for the training of business wom- 
en, and discriminations against women. 

Society is a complicated organization. 
It will be good or bad in the same. degree 
that the members of society are good or 
bad. In demanding an equal legal status 
with men, women are only insisting upon 
the recognition of a principle in govern- 
ment that is accepted by all advocates of 
democracy. No government is a good gov- 
ernment that does not equitably distrib- 
ute privileges, burdens and benefits. 


Government Workers’ Council Meets © 


ment Workers’ Council, held Octo- 

ber 19, was devoted largely to re- 
ports of members on the application of 
Section 213 in the various Government 
departments. 
In the absence of the Chairman, the 


T HE business meeting of the Govern- 


meeting was presided over. by.. Grace 


Cochran, Third Vice-Chairman, who read 
a letter from Jennie McKibbin, of the 
Detroit group, assuring the Council that 
its Detroit members are ready to begin 
a campaign to win over the Michigan 
delegation for the repeal of Section 213 
at the coming session of Congress. 

Through the efforts of the Council and 
of the National Council of the Woman’s 
Party, the 47 married clerks who were 
released from the Adjutant General’s 
Office of the War Department on October 
15 have been furloughed, temporarily, 
pending the decision of the Civil Service 
Commission on their dismissals. Further 
efforts are being made to have them con- 
tinued on a furlough status instead of 
_ being dismissed, thus permitting them to 
retain their Civil Service status and 
making them eligible for re-employment 
at any time in some other branch of the 
Government. 


There was considerable protest against | 


violations of the spirit of the Civil Service 
law which are occurring in some branches 
of the Government service. It was stated 


that in the Government Printing Office, 


from which a number of married em- 
ployees were dismissed last June after 
Strong efforts had been made to have fur- 
loughs substituted for dismissals, a large 
number of temporary employees with only 
limited experience have been added to the 
force and that the regular employees are 
being used for over-time work for which 


they receive additional compensation. 
Thus it appears that large sums are being 
expended for service after forcing out 


experienced employees. 


Also it was reported that although the 


Navy Department has added over 6,000 


men to the Navy Yard force under the 
new naval building program, none of the 
experienced married persons who were 
dismissed last June are being re-employed 
in that department. 

The Board of Education of the District 
of Columbia, at a meeting held October 18, 
decided that teachers who resigned their 
public school positions in order to pro- 
tect the governmental positions of their 
spouses will not be re-employed as long 
as it is possible that they may soon again 
have to resign under similar circum- 
stances. 

One of our watchful members in Chi- 
cago calls attention to a speech made by 
Postmaster General Farley at Clearwater, 


Florida, on October 9, at the cornerstone 


laying exercises of the new federal build- 
ing there, in which he made the following 
statements: 

“Aw T have said, the volume of the 
mails handled in the post offices 
throughout the country began to de- 
cline in the fall of 1929, and at the 
low point reached during the bank 
holiday last March it had fallen to 
about 60 per cent. of normal. Even 
now, in spite of the improvement of 
the past few months, mail volume is 
only 70 per cent. of what it was four 
years ago. Yet in these four years 
of constantly shrinking business, the 
Post Office Department discharged 
none of its employees; it kept its en- 
tire personnel on the pay roll, the 
only reduction coming from ordinary 
separations such as deaths, retire- 
ments, and resignations. Between the 
fall of 1920 and the summer of 1933, 


the reduction in the number of clerks 
and carriers was only 31 per cent., 
although in the same period the vol- 
ume of the mails—which is the best 
index of the work there is to do— 
declined 30 per cent. Under the cir- 
cumstances, it seemed only fair to 
the taxpayers of the country that in 

the, present emergency, and until mail 
volume returns to its normal pro- 
portions, the payroll should be re- 
duced to correspond to this reduction 
in the volume of business, and this is 
what we have done. Last year all 
postal employees suffered a reduc- 
tion of compensation amounting to 
814 per cent. Beginning in April, 
this reduction was increased to 15 
per cent., and in addition all em- 
ployees were placed on furlough for 
10 per cent. of their normal working 
time during the summer months, 
when the mails are always in lightest 
volume. The equipment allowance of 
rural carriers has been reduced. 
Something like 6,000 employees are 
being retired from the service with 
retirement pay. Vacancies are being 
left unfilled. 


“In these ways we are finding it 
possible to cut down our expenses by 
about $50,000,000 a year, without- 
discharging any of our employes. * * * 
During these trying times of unem- 
ployment and reduced income for the 
great body of our citizens, they, as 
employees of the Government, have 
been saved from dismissals and dras- 
tic wage cuts— they have probably 
suffered less from the depression than 
any other group or class of our 
people.” 


It is a bit difficult for us to reconcile 
some of these statements with the known 
fact that married persons have been dis- 
missed from the postal service, both in 
Washington and elsewhere, and it is 
planned to follow the matter up. 
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Nina Allender, member of the National 
Council of the Woman’s Party, who al- 
ways has helpful suggestions to make, 
cautioned against under-rating the value 
of experienced Government workers, who 
not only have complied fully with the 
Civil Service requirements for appoint- 
ment, but have added knowledge gained 
from long experience in the many and 
varied kinds of Government service. What 
accounting can be made to the taxpayers 
of this country for dismissing such work- 
ers and replacing them with inexperi- 
enced clerks who have no Civil Service 


. gtatus? 


From another member comes the en- 
couraging assurance that Senator Pat 
Harrison of Mississippi will be with us 
in the fight for repeal of Section 213 this 
winter. 

The list of officers of the Government 
Workers’ Council elected for the ensuing 
year is as follows: 

Chairman, Phyllis Lyle; First Vice- 
Chairman, Florence Heath; Second Vice- 
Chairman, Emma Shaw; Third Vice- 
Chairman, Grace Cochran; Treasurer, 
Gladys Whalley; Assistant Treasurer, 
Lydia Beehler; Recording Secretary, Lil- 
lian K. Bull; Corresponding Secretary, 


Equal Rights 


Grace Brewer; Assistant Corresponding 
Secretary, Mabel Magruder; Assistant 
Corresponding Secretary, Corinne Kyle. 
Chairmen of Committees: Publicity, Abbie 
Owen; Membership, Lillian Niccum; 
Ways and Means, Hilda Weinerth; Con- 
gressional, Evalene Dixon; Assistant, Ida 
B. Als; Hospitality, Emilie Neunam. 
Board of Directors: Edwina Austin 
Avery, Ellen C. Collicott, Helen Forbes, 
Kate Keaton, Jennie McKibbin (Detroit), 
Elizabeth Pickett, Lillian Swartz, Rosalie 
Taylor, Kathryn Withrow (New York). 
Advisory Council: Maud Younger, Elsie 
Hill, Anita Pollitzer. 


Mildred Seydell Answers Julia Peterkin 


ONSIDERABLE resentment on the 
(; part of feminists was recently 

aroused by the statement by Julia 
Peterkin that woman suffrage since it has 
been in existence has not accomplished 
one constructive thing. 


In an article which appeared in The 


Georgian American, Atlanta, Georgia, of 
October 138, Mildred Seydell publishes a 
vigorous and conclusive refutation of Mrs. 
Peterkin’s charge in which our readers 
will probably find mirrored many of the 
thoughts which they themselves had upon 
the subject. Mrs. Seydell is State Chair- 
man for Georgia of the National Woman’s 
Party and a member of the editorial staff 
of The Georgian American, and is re- 
guarded as one of the outstanding writers 
on the Hearst Newspapers. Mrs. Peterkin 


won fame as a novelist in 1928 when she 
was awarded the Pullitzer Prize because 


of her book “Scarlet Sister Mary.” 


In regard to the Peterkin statement 


Mrs. Seydell writes: | 

“Can it be that Julia Peterkin feels that 
the public is forgetting her and that she 
must have some free publicity? It looks 
that way when a woman of her intelli- 
gence makes such a statement as, ‘Wom- 
an suffrage has been a failure. It has 
not accomplished one constructive thing!’ 

“Well, she is going to get plenty of pub- 
licity, all right, for when the preceding 
statement, for which she is accredited, 
falls among men and women who love jus- 
tice, there will be outraged voices lifted 
in vehement protest. 

“Unless Mrs. Peterkin deliberately has 
closed her eyes and her mind to the prog- 
ress of the past 13 years, she cannot help 
but know that her statement is untrue. 
Whatever progress there has been in legis- 
lative circles, women’s votes as well as 
men’s have brought it about. 


“We are blessed with different talents, | 


and if the Lord had given to Mrs. Peterkin 
the talent for governing instead of a 
talent for writing, she would probably see 
that woman suffrage has done at least 
one constructive thing by giving woman 
the privilege of expressing herself in the 


way in which she is best able, and has 
provided that she can serve her fellow 
man in any field in which she can serve 
best. 

_ “But: perhaps Mrs. Peterkin has thought 
of woman suffrage as a sort of religion 
that, when men accepted it and women 


had it, their souls would be purified and 
their natures would be changed. The bal- 


lot does not offer salvation nor redemp- 
tion, but it has given a measure of justice 
to women. | 


“Woman suffrage is only 13 years old! 


In judging it, one should think of not 
what should be, but what was before the 
passage of the Nineteenth Amendment. 
THINGS 

“Tf Mrs. Peterkin would use her energy 
for bringing about more constructive 
things instead of criticizing those some of 
us have worked unceasingly at great sacri- 
fice to bring about, I think she would then 
have her eyes so opened to the truth anent 
woman suffrage that she would find no 
cause for criticism. 

“Thirteen years ago most women were 
ignorant concerning government. Today, 
everywhere women are informing them- 
selves about government, are studying 
and learning and progressing. There are 
women in high political positions. 

“A woman in the cabinet, women in Con- 
gress, women judges, governors, mayors, 
women leaders everywhere! 

“Tt seems to me this is a pretty big stride 
for a meager 13 years. Surely Mrs. Peter- 
kin does not mean to infer that these 
women are failures? If she does, let her 
examine the records. She will be proud 
of her sex! 

“Take Ruth Bryan Owen. She is making 
good as America’s representative in Den- 
mark. Well, what about the Cable Act? 
Maybe back on Mrs. Peterkin’s plantation, 
with her nose in her books, she has never 
heard of it. | 

“It provides independent citizenship for 
women. Mrs, Owen married a Britisher. 

“He died from wounds received in the 
World War. If it had not been for this 


progressive legislation, sponsored by 
women, Mrs. Owen would be a British 
subject and would have no place in the 
land of her birth, and the land of her 
birth would lose tremendously by being 
deprived of the services of such an intelli- 
gent and experienced-in-politics person. 
“Of course, there have been women who 


have failed, who have done shameful 
_ things in their positions of trust. But 


neither are men perfect. Both men and 
women are human and are liable to hu- © 
man failures and frailties. 
* * 
AND FEMALE 
“If Mrs. Peterkin wants to look at the 
situation from a more sentimental view, 
there is the Sheppard-Towner Act. Cer- 
tainly that was constructive. It provided 
$1,500,000 to give desired information to 
prospective mothers and to instruct young 
mothers in the care of their babies! 

“Many men fought this legislation. They 
said it was class legislation. They had 
to be told that there were as many male 
babies born as female, and that the money 
was to help make stronger and more 
healthy men as well as women! Statistics 
will show that where the money was spent 
conditions improved. 

“Women are far from enjoying full equal- 
ity before the law with their brothers, but 
everywhere in the United States are brave 
and courageous men and women laboring, 
not counting sacrifice nor difficulties, for 
this full equality which is full justice. 

“But if woman has not achieved all she 
is entitled to she has gained greatly in 
Equal Rights since the vote was won. 
So much has been accomplished! For 
those interested I shall be glad to furnish 
further information than is possible to 
carry in this column. 

| Equat Pay 

“Since woman suffrage, married women 
in New Jersey have been given their earn- 
ings and full power to enter into con- 
tracts. Women teachers in the public 
schools have been given Equal Rights with 
men teachers. ... In Maryland, women 
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have been given the right to hold various 
public offices previously reserved for men. 
“Policewomen in Baltimore have been 


given equal pay for equal work.... In 


Maine, mothers have been given Equal 
Rights with fathers to the care and cus- 
tody of their minor children after remar- 
riage; and women have been given the 
right to an equal voice in the sale or 
mortgage of the family home, so that the 


family home shall not be validly sold or 


mortgaged except with the consent of 
both husband and wife. . . 


“In Georgia, women have been given 


Irish Woman Solicitor Welcomed 

HE Irish Press records that Deputy 

Justice O’Sullivan last week wel- 
comed Kathleen Ryan, a new solicitor, to 
Balbriggan District Court, and said he 
hoped she would be a very successful 
member of the profession. Miss Ryan is 
attached to the office of W. L. B. Cochrane 
& Co., Balbriggan and Dublin. 


All-Women Bench 
A’ Newport (South Wales) Police 

Court, on September 13, the Bench 
was comprised solely of women magis- 
trates. They were Mrs. M. A. Hart, who 
is a member of the Town Council; Mrs. 
A. ane Mrs. Ware. 


Queen Wilhelmina 
FEW weeks ago the Dutch ‘iiils 
celebrated the thirty-fifth anniver- 
sary of the accession of Queen Wilhel- 
mina, the only ruling Queen in Europe. 
“Actually,” says The Vote of London, 
England, “she became Queen forty-three 
years ago on the death of her father, 


Woman or HERE have 


Machine? been times in 
Gretta Palmer in 

when there was so 
Now Fork eat a demand for 
World-Telegram, 


labor that wars 
were waged in or- 
der to gain slaves 
from other nations. Today we have a 
period when labor is so abundant that 
we have to curtail the working hours of 
- our trained workers. And it is at this 
period, most unfortunately, that women 
have decided to pipe up and say to the 
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employers, “Give me a job, too, mister.” | 


We women are the intruders in the 
crowded world of industry. We have de- 
manded jobs at a moment when there are 
too few jobs for the men who are eager 
for employment. Had we come a century 
or two ago we would have been welcomed 
with open arms, 


Coming in the age when | 


the same right as men to be appointed 
guardians; and the mother has been given 
the Equal Right with the father to inherit 
from a deceased child... 

“In New York, mother’s consent, as well 
as father’s consent, to marriage of a minor 
child has been made necessary. 


Wuo Is Farr? 
“In Virginia, women have been given 


equal inheritance rights with men, and 


the same rights as men with regard to 
administration of estates; and women 


Feminist Notes 


though her mother was Queen Regent un- 
til her daughter’s eighteenth birthday. 


The Dutch are naturally proud of their 


Queen. Under her reign the country has 
known increasing prosperity, and has 
been kept out of a devastating war. At 
a time, too, when other countries in Cen- 
tral Europe have been involved in politi- 
cal upheavals, Holland has enjoyed and 
continues to enjoy ordered progress and 
the development of liberal institutions.” 


Doctor of Oceanography 
ATURDAY NIGHT, a weekly journal 
issued in London, reports that the 
University Women’s Club of Toronto gave 
a dinner recently in honor of Miss Viola 
May Davidson, who received the degree 
of Ph.D. from the University of Toronto. 
The occasion was of special interest, not 
only owing to the fact that Miss David 
son’s chosen field of study, oceanography, 
is one which has attracted a compara- 
tively small number of women, but that 
she has carried on the research leading 
to her degree while engaged in her regu- 


Press Comment 


our efforts have been already superseded 


by the machine, we are looked upon with 
suspicion and questioning. 

From the point of view of the economic 
good of the world it would be better if the 
Feminist movement had never begun. 
Women alone might have eased the bur- 
den of the work of the world. Machines 
alone might have done it. But the two, 
occurring in concert, have glutted the 
labor market of the world and caused an 
embarrassment of workers with a dearth 
of work or wages for their payments. 

Must one of them resign? 

There is a strong and sincere group of 
thinkers who hold that the progress of 
machinery has caused nothing but un- 
happiness. The Mahatma Gandhi, with 
his plea for a return to handicraft, is 
perhaps the most articulate and moving 
speaker for this faction. There is an- 


beacons. 
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have been given a claim upon the estate of 
a deceased husband equal to the claim of 
a husband upon that of his deceased 
wife. ... 

“While in Wisconsin, women have been 
given all rights under the law possessed 


by men, except with regard to industrial 
laws. 


“The preceding is dashed down at ran- 
dom. There are hundreds of such changes 
which have replaced injustice with justice. 

“Truly, how can any fair-minded person 


say woman suffrage has not done a single 
constructive thing?” 


lar work as a teacher on the staff of the 
Toroato Secondary Schools. 


Woman Named Lighthouse Keeper 

OR the first time in the history of the 

Maryland - Delaware - Virginia light- 
house service, a woman has been made 
keeper of one of the Government’s coast 
Hilda Quillen, 37-year-old 
mother of five children, has been placed 
in charge of the light at Assateague Is- 
land, Virginia. 


Nationality of Married Women 
CCORDING to the Reuter news 
agency, legislation permitting New 


_ Gealand women to retain their British 


nationality on marrying foreigners is be- 
ing introduced by the New Zealand Gov- 


ernment. 


French Suffragist in Geneva Post 
HE General Secretary of the French 
-Union for Woman Suffrage, Madame 
Malaterre-Sellier, has been appointed a 
technical adviser in the French Delega- 
tion to the Geneva Assembly. 


other group which urges that women be 
forced out of the world of industry in or- 
der to make room for the men who are, 
say they, their natural supporters. And 
then there is the school of thought which 
holds that both machines and women 
have a contribution to make to modern 
life and that it is our immediate duty to 


_ find a way to work out the problems they 


present without forcing a single man 
worker to starve. 


It is a roundabout and difficult solu- 
tion, this last one. It would be far easier 
to say! “There are only so many jobs to 
go around. Women, as the most recent 
members of the working class and as the 
weakest, may safely be regarded as so — 
many interlopers. Let us push them out 


of the way and spread our jobs among 
the men.” 


It would be so much easier to insist 


that no wife shall be allowed to hold a 
job if her husband has one too—to de- 
mand that those girls whose fathers are 
able to support them shall return to their 
embroidery frames and leave the type- 
writers to men stenographers. 

But in the long run this would: be beg- 
ging the problem most ignominiously. For 
women are human beings, too. They have 


the same necessity for work as an impetus > 


to full living as their brothers. There is 
no real reason why they should bear the 


entire brunt of the economic misery of 


_ the world today—why they should be de- 


prived of the self-development and satis- 
faction work offers them because their 
grandmothers, forsooth, did not have the 
gumption or the ability to ask for jobs. 
There is not enough work left in the 


world to go around; so much is certain. 


But must women gracefully retire in 
favor of men on the ground that it was 
the men who got there first? 

Not so long as there is a principle of 
human justice abroad! For each woman 
is a human being first, a woman second. 
Her need for work is as compelling as 
that of any man situated as she is. And 


Equal Rights 


society is doing her scant justice if it re- 
quires that she shall yield, on grounds of 


sex alone, to any man. 


Perhaps we shall have to put our work- 
ers on a three-day week or a five-hour 
day. But let them, in Heaven’s name, be 
regarded as workers, regardless of sex, 


and assigned their hours of work as such, 


Let us not attempt the solution of a uni- 


‘versal problem through the sloppy and 
‘outworn method of sex discrimination. 


Women have been the goats for cen- 
turies enough. Let us wai them an even 
break at 


N ews from the Field 


In Memoriam 
EMBERS of the National Wemait’s 
Party will be saddened to learn of 


the death of Mrs. M. J. DeWitt of Rich- 


mond, Virginia. Mrs. DeWitt was a de- 
voted member of the National Woman’s 
Party, and her passing away will be a 
great loss to the Virginia Branch. 


Asks Governor Olson to Appoint Woman 
POST on the Minnesota State Indus- 
trial Commission has recently be- 

come vacant by the promotion of the 

State Industrial Commissioner to Chair- 

man of the Board of Control. At the last 

meeting of the Minnesota Branch of the 

National Woman’s Party a_ resolution 


was passed requesting thé Governor to — 


appoint a woman to fill the vacancy. A 
telegram has also been sent from Wash- 
ington to the Governor, Floyd B. Olson, 
by Genevieve Sheldon of Minnesota, ask- 
ing him to give recognition to women by 
appointing a woman to this important 
position. 


Faith Binkley on Congressional 
Committee 
AITH BINKLEY of Pensacola, Flori- 
da, where the first Suffrage League 
ever formed in her State was organized, 
has been appointed Florida member of 
the Congressional Committee. Miss Bink- 
ley is working in the Comptrollers’ office 
in the Insolvent National Bank Division. 
She is a realtor by profession, and brings 
to the work an astute political sense and 
experience with legislative work. Miss 
Binkley has been a member of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party for several years. 


Feminist at Aircraft Convention 
RS. JACK STEARNS GRAY, a 
member of the Poets’ Council of the 
Woman’s Party and well known nation- 
ally in aviation circles for her flights 
with her husband, who was one of the 
original Wright pilots, returned recently 


from Chicago where she attended an air- 


craft convention. While there she made 
effective contacts for the National Wom- 


an’s Party. 


Dr. Beth Rei Greetings 
R. MARIANNE BETH of Vienna, 
Austria, 
visit during the summer to Alva Belmont 
House, national headquarters of the 


- Woman’s Party in Washington. She has 


written Florence Bayard Hilles, National 
Chairman, as follows: | 
August 11, 
Danan Mrs. H1LLEs: 

Let me thank you, before I leave, 
very heartily for the wonderful hos- 
pitality which you offered me in Alva 
Belmont House, and let me tell you 

how I enjoyed it to be there. It will 
be always one of the high spots of 
my life to remember the time which 


~~ T~>passed+ this» wonderful “home, 


where all the best spirits of the past 
meet the best spirits that are alive 
in our time. 

Wishing you the best success for 
your work for Equal Rights, I am, 
with kindest regards and best 
thanks, 

Very sincerely and cordially yours, 

M. Bera. 


Philadelphia Holds Inspiring Meeting 
T a recent meeting held under the 
auspices of the Philadelphia Branch 

of the National Woman’s Party, after ad- 
dresses had been made by Florence Bay- 
ard Hilles, National Chairman of the 
Party, and Maud Younger, Chairman of 
the Congressional Committee, the follow- 
ing resolution was passed: «. 


Resolved, That we sincerely thank 
Mrs. Hilles and Miss Younger for 
their inspiring messages and for their 
untiring efforts for the legal freedom 
of women, and that we pledge our- 
selves to do all in our power to help 
them achieve their goal, the Equal 
Rights Amendment, of which we and 
all other women will be beneficiaries. 


The meeting was a noteworthy one, not 
only from the point of view of attendance 


_—celose to 250 women filled the ballroom 


of Green’s Hotel—but also because of the 
great earnestness and enthusiasm for 


thoroughly enjoyed her 


Equal Rights by all who par- 
ticipated. Mrs. Hilles outlined the poli- 


cies of the Party, Miss Younger urged 
the women to bring pressure on their 
Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress to see that discriminations in 
N. R. A. codes are eliminated, Lois 


‘Buenzli of Philadelphia, a member of the 


Congressional Committee, told of her 
travels through Pennsylvania during the 
summer in behalf of Equal Rights; and 
Katharine Gartside presented a report 
of the Convention of the National Federa- 
tion of Business and Professionel Women 
held last summer in Chicago. Sara B. 


Cummings, ~~ of the Branch, pre-. 
sided. | | 


A Dodge Editorial 

| Back of the gracious public rooms, 
the comfortable bedrooms, excellent 
food and courteous service at the 
Dodge is a labor policy we are proud 
of. It is the “‘No Tipping” basis of 
our operation, which we have main- 
tained for more than 12 years. 


You do not pay a premium to sup- 
port this policy as our guest. Rooms 
and meals are moderately priced. 


We welcome your patronage. 


Mary A, LINpDSLEy, 
Managing Director. 


THE DODGE HOTEL 
North Capitol and E Streets, N. W., 
Washington, D. C 


Within a few blocks of Alwa Belmont House. 


Subscribe for EQUAL RIGHTS 


$2.00 a Year 
19 West Chase Street 


Baltimore, Md. 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY 
PUBLICATIONS AND BOOKS 


600 East Lombard Street 
Baltimore, Md. 
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